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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MUSCAT 00949 210459Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO EUR- 12 USIA-15 FAA-00 DOTE-OO 
/045 W 

021827 210502Z/21 

R 210304Z JUN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 3354 
USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS MUSCAT 0949 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, MU 

SUBJECT: PROMOTION CAMPAIGN FOR PARIS AIR SHOW 

REF: PARIS 17400 

1 . THERE WAS LIMITED COVERAGE OF THE 1977 PARIS AIR SHOW IN 
OMANI PRESS, RADIO AND TELEVISION. MEDIA PUBLICITY DID NOT 
RESULT IN INQUIRIES TO THE EMBASSY BY BUSINESSMEN OR MEMBERS 
OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

2. IN CONTRAST THE AIR SHOW AROUSED SUBSTANTIAL INTEREST AMONG 
OFFICIALS IN THE OMAN DIRECTORATE OF CIVIL AVIATION. IN ADDITION 
TO U.S. GOVERNMENT INVITATIONS. LEADING OMANIS RECEIVED IN- 
VITATIONS FROM E-SYSTEMS, PLESSEY AND OTHRDR EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS. 
UNFORTUNATELY OMAN DGCA SALIM BIN NASSIR WAS VISITING THE U.S. 

ON IV GRANT DURING THE AIR SHOW. OTHER OFFICIALS WERE UNDER- 
GOING TRAINING OR WERE UNABLE TO ATTEND BECAUSE OF PRESSING 
DUTIES. THE U.S. PBHILION CATALOG WITH LISTS OF AMERICAN 
COMPANIES WAS USEFUL AS AN EQUIPMENT ADVERTISEMENT. 

3. COMMENT: OMAN DOES NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
TO MAKE MAJOR AIRCRAFT PURCHASES. NONETHELESS FUM BIN 
NASSIR IN HIS CAPACITY AS MANAGING DIRECTOR OF GULF AIR PLAYS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MUSCAT 00949 210459Z 

AN INFLUENTIAL ROLE IN HELPING TO DECIDE GULF AIR'S AIRPLANE 
PROCUREMENT. WHILE A SMALL NUMBER OF HELICOPTERS AND LIGHT 
AIRCRAFT (LARGELY U.S.) ARE PURCHASED EACH YEAR BY THE ARMED 
FORCES AND POLICE, AIRPORT COMMUNICATIONS AND NAVAIDS SEEM 
TO BE THE BEST MARKET FOR U.S. AEROSPACE MANUFACTURERS. FAA 
AND PAN AMERICAN MANAGERS RESIDENT IN OMAN SAW THE EQUIPMENT 
SIDE OF THE PARIS AIR SHOW AS BEING THE MOST FRUITFUL IN TERMS 
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OF TRADE PROMOTION. 

SIZER 
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